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GROPBKOPISCH IN TRANSYLVANIA, 700 YEARS OF HISTORY. Our maternal great grandfather

& grandmother SCHULLER came to the United States from the village of Gtopssch (written
“Gropkopisch™ ) in Transylvania, now Romania. Their astoes were German settlers who managed to keep th

J%?E \\s language, customs and history through unbelievaeibbemstances up until modern times. This is a bpatt of
' the history of Transylvania and Gmopisch.
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GROBKOPISCH, THE VILLAGE was officially settled in 1235 under King Bela 8gn of Andreas II.

,i?\ ' The German word for Transylvania is Siebenburgefis@ven villages”. The town itself lies in a vallbut the top
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of the mountain of Gifgkopisch is 1600 feet and was strategically impdrtarthat all paths leading into the vil-

lage could be seen. The first written mention @ thllage was in a document dated 1283. The wlagd enough
1\ importance that King Ladislaus V granted the rifgintthe community to hold the much coveted annaaldn the
"4/ 24rd and 25th days of August beginning the 12tNafch 1455. The first day was reserved for a catideket, the
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'second for trading general goods. These much pateil fairs were the focal point of community aaWhen

.| the community prospered so did the kingdom. Thaeckir took place until 1962 when Communists edlivized
" agriculture and caused Romanian farmers to losedattle.

'

ANCIENT BEGINNINGS. Many tribes of ancient people lived and died inriBdvania from early times.
Well known early inhabitants were the Dacians aeth&, both thought to be part of the Thracian peofhe first
mention of them is found in Roman & Greek writingige country was known as Dacia. The Dacians wavella
organized and prosperous people as well as wailikey became a threat to the advancing RomansRohsans
knew that Dacian territory, the western Carpathaountains, was rich with gold, silver and otherunai re-

', sources such as salt. With systematic wars, undpesor Trajan, Dacia was conquered. It took 2 wanms,in 101
~/ A.D. and the second in 105 A.D. to subdue them.Vittery in the first war was so important that jAracommis-

4 |, sioned a monument known as“Trajan’s column.” Badta triumphant war monument it is 125 feet talidmof 20
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A large Carrara marble drums of 32 tons each. liahasternal staircase and externally has a contisispiral relief

N in pictures describing the Roman war with the Dasid he bas reliefs are thought to have been ablaeno col-
, '} oring remains.

A,

A

\l/

In order to maintain their conquered outptst, Romans built roads and waterways, stationezpsr@and car-

" |l ried on trade. Latin became the official languakigis lasted for about 200 years. Other invadingesiwere either

defeated by the Romans or negotiated with, sudhe$soths. In the year 375 A.D. invading Asian ndmar-

; rived, the barbarian Huns. Everyone, including @wths, tried to move out of the way of the advagdituns.

\ | There were also German Gepidae, Vandals and Samsaffhe Romans were unable to maintain the defanse

( %’Dama as an outpost due to its distance from thgiremnemperor Aurelius withdrew. The vacuum leftthg Ro-
Al '1 ~ |man withdrawal was the beginning of centuries ef#ions. The Huns were eventually defeated andtrenan

| Gepidae took over. They were defeated by the Awars Langobards. Eventually Charlemagne defeatesk the
' tribes. A quiet invasion since the second halfhef Tth century also had been taking place in tha fof pastoral

i 1tr|bes which traveled slowly and settled the lamgimingling with the population, these were thavS| However,
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) “Withdrawing from Dacia, the Roman empire did nemove the entire population. The remaining Romaasew

slowly sIaV|C|zed during the 7th century. Thesevisiazed Romans mixed with the already Romanize
. Thracians..

MEDIEVAL HUNGARY. Beginning in 895 the Hungarians or Magyars, a égyeople, took control of the

Pannonian plains west of Dacia. Their goal was debfFirst to raid southwest to gain access toAtsatic sea,
and second, to move east and obtain Transylvanidsfaatural resources and the mountainous basfidre Car-
pathians, hoping to stop invaders. These mounteéme a natural barrier against the raiding trivemfthe east. In
the west they raided and terrorized western Eufopbalf a century until they were defeated by @erman King
Otto 1 in 955. The Magyars began moving east dutlreglOth and 12th centuries.

As a result of the Magyars defeat, the Magyaice Geysa became a Christian and had his ssfarSbap-
 tized. Christianity began taking over the paganidrthe Hungarians and King Geysa began friendigtiahs with
\ the west. “He gave the country a well-ordered adstration for which he relied on the German Nobié® had
" been called into the country.” Thus arrived thistfGerman settlers. Invading tribes continuednsich so that in
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*\\M'&[ the south of the country large areas were laid eviagtthe Magyars to inhibit enemies progress. Tvéese cut

i) %é down and rivers blocked to produce swamps. In ctineas where possible raids could be made, eanlo@mds
T | 10 to 40 meters wide with abatis were built. Arnfi@eners and peasants, in particular a people ctile®zeklers
4R A\ were hired to settle these areas and keep outeénsawhen these border areas were secure, theyageasced
%“E L] 'again with new earthen mounds and abatis. Thigraeed until the border reached the mountains. ByliBth cen-
/5\\\ ' tury all of Transylvania was part of medieval Hunga

- SETTLEMENT OF THE SAXONS. Many reasons led to the calling of outside setttethe land. Every ad-
?’\ ! vancement of the border created unsettled terrifbng Magyars did not have enough people to sktttethese
(M) | new lands. New settlers would improve the countingy cleared land, began farming and were providiog-
. |l merce. Repeated wars had devastated populationssetders developed mineral resources and satiséiquire-
\‘45 '\ ments for salt and precious metals. Skilled tradexe necessary for mining and day to day commditee.land in
‘ L,f/ the south of Transylvania that had been used asvealk against invaders needed to be improved. ursettled
| |/ border land was claimed by the King as “Crown” lardl available for him to allocate as he saw fégiBning
, with Prince Geysa’s son Stephen, who had becong ¢iirHungary in the year 1001, “hospites” or guesése
" invited to settle the newly created borderland.eftice the “guests” they were promised privilegeshance to
advance in social standing, personal freedom, &needf movement, independent judicature, tax freedamence
§ WF of homage and choice of priests. These guest veemeited from Germany and Flanders where populstioad
"¢\ increased rapidly. Rural people in these areas wgpeverished by being suppressed by feudal lanéosviT here
'\ was little chance to advance in social standinge prospect of owning land and personal freedom werg at-
, tractive. After King Stephen, King Geysa Il contuto try to attract settlers, trades people ameiaobility.
ﬂ King Geysa had an official deed defining the rigbtsthe settlers. This was called the “Goldenerilfref” or
* | Guarantee of Freedom, granted in 1224. The oridiaal been lost but it was recertified 21 times img& and
£ dukes to assure right and duties of the settleeepkn mind that “acquired rights are valid onlyi@sy as they can

“‘? be defended.” It was a daily struggle to maintaimership of land and to keep what little freedonesengranted.
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b | MORE BARBARIAN [NVASIONS. Atthe beginning of the 13th century Mongolia haddme a powerful
Y ' empire under Ghengis Chan. The Mongols & TatadegiTransylvania for about 400 years. Invaders @veatk
g‘f | the towns, burn them down and take prisoners fosom. “An adult cost ten thaler, a child four hetsges.” De-
', spite these invasions, Transylvanians prosperaterni4th century. Craft and trades had flourishéichv made
‘é i them inviting targets for invaders. At the end loé tentury, intense power struggles between Huaganobility,
/4 A ;ethnic Hungarians plus other outside influencesritl for domination over the Transylvanian temyt Not only
'”\V | the Mongols but the Turks invaded and ransackedsitaania. Constant Turkish invasions began in 1®8#n
2111 | they invaded Hungary and then moved to Transylvaftia inhabitants found themselves rebuilding thigiages
‘ /)}agaln and again. Townspeople began to build fedifplaces especially fortified churches where tbpuface
i) / could try to take refuge from the invaders. “..1i602 the people (of the town) of Hermannstadt magrinted
( | coins with the inscription: “Ahead and behind uiio God be merciful in the end!™ Invasions, witimgy taxes
Ly /imposed on the populace by nobility to pay for wanbitrary and cruel rulers, bouts of plague, mamuystices
[ \ M, contributed to the poverty and suppression of thguface.
fi | ©  PoLITICAL & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. Despite a history of invasions, oppression andsp
[ ?*‘the Saxons had managed to develop politically ammh@mically throughout the middle ages. They bectme
L/« free Germans of Transylvania, ...with politicabiministrative and judicial representation.” Aegy breach of
\ ; the edicts given in the Goldener Freibrief, andehgere many, they fought to keep their limitedependence. In
I/ | 1486 after many years, with reference to the doectirogprivileges of King Andrew Il, the TransylvanBaxons
\\ 4 grew into a cohesive group called the “SachsischgoNsuniversitat” or an intact unity of the Saygmople. It was
V| self governing and used the German language. Thdyspecial legal status within the medieval Huraastate.
|\ This group, along with the free Szekler defensméas and the Hungarian aristocracy were the ttohesive rep-
| resentative groups in the Transylvanian assemllis lersonal freedom, proprietary right and equdléfore the

I, law remained in effect until 1853.
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DOCUMENT OF PRIVILEGES OF THE TRANSYLVANIAN SAXONS
THE “GOLDENER FRIEBRIEF”

In the name of the holy Trinity and indivisible WniAndrew by the grace of god King of Hungary, ibatia,
Croatia, Bosnia, Serbia, Galicia and Lodomeriadi@rays. As it behooves the royal dignity, to sugprdis-
obedience, it is proper for the royal kindnessalteviate the humble affliction mercifully. To pedt the ser-
vice of the loyal and show and provide to all wisadeserved with grace.

Here are our loyal guest settlers, the Germansrakttoe forests (Transylvania), having approacheahity
our majesty, presented to us humbly their compdaantd pleas that they risk to lose entirely theiedlom pro-
vided by our grandfather, the all merciful King Gayunless our royal majesty continues as in teetp&keep
a merciful eye on them. Therefore, out of povertg despair they could not provide service to thalronaj-
esty.

In listening mercifully as usual to their just colaipts we wish to announce for the present anduhee to
follow the trail of our predecessors, and emotiynaluches, grant the freedoms they previously Hadl as
to:

1. King Andreas Il confirms that he has rededicdtedfree land to the German settlers into whiay thad
been called by his pious grandfather King Geysa Il.

2. So that all of its people remain one nation wradlsupreme judge. Nobody shall be a judge whaisan
resident among them. The people shall elect the @masng them. Nobody may buy this authority with
money or influence.

3. The people are obliged to give 500 Marks in&ilennually for the use of the King’s Chamber.

4. If the King undertakes a campaign within the eenfhe Saxons shall provide 500 soldiers for thegks
army. For campaign outside the empire the peomé# send 100 warriors if the King goes out by hithse
without allied troops.

5. The people should select their pastors in fteetiens. The selected should be introduced, th&hTéa
portion of taxes) should be given to them (the a3t

6. Nobody shall be their supreme judge except dreser the duke of Hermannstadt...The judges simiyl
judge to the rules of common use. They shall nateranyone into our presence except when the ipldic
conflict cannot be resolved by their judges.

7. We bestow the forest of Blachen and Bisseneln adfoining waterways for common use...

8. We have granted them to keep a single seal whecland the other powers will acknowledge without a
doubt.

9. If someone should sue one of the people in msattemoney he can bring no witnesses from theiadits
before the judge...

10. The right to fetch salt three times a yearight days each time from the royal mines.

11. The right not to be harassed by custom agentisedr travels in and out of the area.

12. None of our Nobles dare make demands for agallor a piece of land from his Royal Majesty.ny@ne
demand such, the citizens of the community shaglafully protest.

13. If our faithful allies should march across thed, the people should entertain the King’'s amdid@s and
be responsible hosts on 3 occasions.

14. Trades people may travel freely everywhereunkingdom and enforce their right by referringhe royal
highness.

15. We order their markets to be free of taxes.

16. We apply to this sheet our two seals for emfiorent Provided in the 1224th year after the indarnain
the 21st year of our Kingdom.
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Uil TURKISH INVASIONS. In 1526 medieval Hungary was invaded yet againdafidated by the Islamic ruler
I Sultan Suleiman | the Magnificent in a battle ofiMos. The Hungarian King Ludwig Il died in the atCentral
I | | Hungary was then occupied by the Turks and wasested into a Turkish province. They collected utis, war
JA\ . costs, punitive monies and took agricultural prdgiucattle and young people for slaves or footisad A new
!;/5 ‘\s king was installed which the Saxons rejected. Téwe king Johann Zapolya ravaged the Saxon villagdsferced
. || them to surrender. Hunger, plague and war had tddeantoll. In 1538 King Ferdinand of Austria mapleace with
/5\ Zapolya and negotiated a truce with the Turks. lB3ntZapolyas son was heir but the county was roledis
! " mother, Queen Isabella. Ferdinand sent an army 3060 Spaniards and three regiments of Germansoatio-
,ip\ . pied Transylvania. When their pay did not arrivenir Austria they robbed and looted the Saxon towvigh the
@ help of foreign troops they were defeated and Qus&ella returned. In eleven months, thirteen eggive taxes
| | were raised. Even internally they suffered, “On 1ffeof May, 1605, the disloyal Szekler destroyeslrtiarket (of)
\‘45 J GroBkopisch with fire and robbed the church.”

S
i 1 AUSTRIA. When King Ludwig Il died, the Hapsburgs of Austdimed the crown of Hungary in the
- west and northeast. In 1683 the Turks strengthbralsen by the siege of Vienna. The country wasitpared be-

| ! tween the Ottoman Turks, the Habsburg Monarchythadorincipality of Transylvania. In the struggletiveen
} | these three entities, the Saxons sided with théridns due to their German heritage. The Saxoneelapon this

i ‘as a long awaited formal connection with the Gerpeople. However, Austrian troops came to Transybvand

§, WF had to be housed and fed by the inhabitants. “Wellas a burden, but...the burden is perceived &=lbppres-

f sive,” because the Saxons traded it for the aritteuelty of the Turks. A small corps of cavalrasvhoused in

. ! " GroBkopisch.

\ {;ﬂ . “Eventually the treaty of Karlowitz securedamsylvania for the Habsburgs in 1699. Under thevorof Aus-

 tria, the Transylvania Saxons slowly began to kb&eindependent rights they had fought so longafoan entity
a‘? within Transylvania. Austria intended to eliminalbe pluralism of the ethnic groups in Transylvalieaperor Jo-
| seph 11 (1789-1790) wanted to unify all citizentithe Austrian nation. “He abolished the “Nationisersitat” in

b i 1876 which opened the door for Hungarians and Ramarto settle on Saxon lands with “equality inreghts™”.

' /| The Romanian population had increased during thie d&@ntury and they were settling in towns emptié&er-
# |l mans due to wars and epidemics. Romanians and Hangavanted the same rights the Saxons had enjoy

i | Along with pressure from these people, the couofcthe government and military of Austria practidgdanny.

. | Taxes were levied, their religion was suppresseati dissatisfaction grew. “The German governmentrireed
g/l ) and attempted to obtain the right to emigrate lierRrotestants...They (the Saxons) were shackieéwn sold to
g aVenlce as slaves for the galleys.” In 1731 manygeated to Germany and elsewhere. In 1758 the Getderei-
Al brief was declared invalid. In 1784 the constitataf the country was canceled and the Saxon Nalmtared ex-

'/ tinct.

g ( | There was a revolution in Hungary in 1848/18#48ch developed into a war for independence froustAa.

' ' | “Hungary and the Szeklers stood on the side ofékielutionaries, while the Saxons and the Romarfiainght for
f\ J[ a united homeland.” Austria allied with the Russiamd defeated Hungary. “Austria and Hungary becameal

A monarchy and Transylvania was integrated into Hung@ecause they were losing their rights and gegierse-

, ( | cuted “The Saxons wanted to prove that their ridiatd been earned by faithful service to their hameland to

& | the German Imperial government. To this end, histébisources were gathered and researched andshadws-

i) / paper came out in 1784 in Hermannstadt.” Peopl@eémmany were made aware about their Saxon bro#mets
I sisters in Transylvania. Their claim was that thefy) had been of importance to the country notheynumbers

/.| but by its economic performance and its acknowlddgghts.” Thus they tried to gain favor with AuatrThe Sax-
)" | ons resisted integration or “Magyarization.” Sermavere still held in German and Lutheran schoalghéin the
\ w home language. However, in 1897 all names of \eagowns and cities were Magyarized as well ds stzhools.

| No German names were allowed. Magyaric becameatigubge of the state.

As a result of World War |, the Austria-Hungar Dual Monarchy disintegrated into several inchejgat na-
tlons Transylvania was annexed by the Old RomaNith the returning veterans and in the populaeepddoubts

' arose about the sense of all the events duringvéite Again, German names of towns were prohibiteid, time

I \ onIy Romanian names were allowed. Agriculture wefermed and new laws confiscated the Saxons chamdh

"y 5
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Germans
Hungarians
Czechs
Slovaks
Poles
Ukrainians
Slovenes
Croats, Serbs
Romanians
Italians




\Mf town land. New authorities had no sympathy for @emans since they had been the belligerents dthigvar.
3 Connections to the industrialized regions of Aastiiere cut and Saxon youths were drafted for thedoan
V] L | army. Poverty was endemic. Oppression and genessatdsfaction allowed radical nationalistic oreshigroups to

u\ A be established themselves among the Saxons. Tleaynkeeattracted to Hitlers rhetoric.

é,/ 2

i b\\\% WWII & COMMUNIST ROMANIA. The alliance they sought with Germany invited@eman government to
g}é\\f intervene in the affairs of the Saxons. The Gergmrernment made an agreement with Romania to Hev8ax-
I

" ons serve in the German military forces. Many sgéthe Waffen-SS, some the Romanian army, some timeg&i-

——
W"’"

) " ian army. In short, the German Saxons found theraséRomanian citizens but giving allegiance to Garyn a
ﬁ % confusing situation. Returning home after the viaar $oldiers were mistreated and discriminated agaliney hid
ki || in foxholes below barns to try and remain undettothile Soviet troops occupied Romania. A commugdstern-
5 | ment took over in march of 1945. “On the 14th af 1845 all men present in the village between ff And
f' ) . 45th year and all females between 18 and 30 ydaagewere arrested. This happened on the samalldayer
‘@‘ﬁ’ , the country to all Germans.” They were deportedRtssia to work in forced labor camps. The econovayg
 placed under state control. Private and religiottsosls were dissolved, agriculture was socialiZEte state
| ¢ owned all possessions including books and furnit8ohool curriculums were instituted by the Sovistany sur-
\ vivors slaved until 1952 in the coal mines of Rassi

4 |

% \Q@ The agricultural collectives did not fare wéfield was low. Young men tried to migrate to thies and there
‘ '\ was a lack of field workers. To try and make mattsetter, “Decree #81 in 1956 directed the Sowdetinistrative
4 organizations to give a house and property backaoman families. Everybody could only receive omeen if
\ more than one had been expropriated. The Saxomyfaeceived a document of ownership and had tcstegit—
. naturally for a fee—into the Land Registry. The dibion was considered an act of mercy, it couldb®passed

U down through inheritance and was not consideredragjon for any wrong.”

W?
Slowly, families began to try and re-uniteeafthe war. Soviets released their prisoners. bil1e Red Cross
\ X . helped 1000 Romanian Germans reach Germany. Ihatasntil 1958 that the communist regime allowedgzas
_, |/ tion. A procedure developed for uniting relativies1978 approximately 11,000 persons were allowedeave Ro-
A H‘\ mania for Germany. Prior to Dec 1989 a total of,328 Germans came from Romania to Germany. Evépntua

§§ ' ' the communist dictator, Nicolae Ceausescu was é@ep@nly a small number of Germans remain in deatimcr
¥ |, Romania today.

\15/, ;

Ld i ! Andreas Turk writes: “The greatness of a maggists especially in the diversity and acknowéstidifferences

| Cof all of its peoples, with freedom an equal rigfatsall! Only a free independent man is happy esatly to put all
% his/her creative capacity into the service forecbenmunity. “

\fﬂf “We have become a people on a quest for a laomieln view of this situation one has to asklhening ques-
A )tOI n o tnI ts t ' unity obfBopisch? Nobody can give an answer to this questio
[ /),@ ly god knows!”

{ W\
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g\ { The story of our great grandparents only startedd&e sense to me after | started researchingistayn

LMY of Transylvania. | had first read of the town ofb@skopisch when | sent away for Josephine Schsilterath

\1 certificate. Place of birth was Grosskopisch, AiastFhis town could not be found on Google inigall

| 4/ The US Federal census’ listed her husbaner Behuller and herself with their birthplace diofas: In
03 'the 1910 Magisterial Coal district census fromtthen of Adamston, County Harrison, W. Va., it wassA

y tria. In 1920 they were living in Warren, Jeffers@hio and birthplace is listed as Austria. In 188@in liv-
ing in Warren, Jefferson, Ohio, the birthplacasted as Romania. | was confused.

£ |t
? ‘;-\ ' The current name of the town is Copsa Mare.
\ /. \‘
?e\  ‘ The Schullers immigrated in 1901 accordinth®question on the Federal Census sheets. It nsakess
A that our great grandfather was a coal miner gitahit was a very important trade in Transylvania.

\ g;‘j, After Peter Schuller died, Josephine remarried Ge@aertner. They are both buried in Union Cemetery
¥ | | Steubenville, Ohio. In the cemetery records, Gesngationality is listed as Romanian, which | thbtigzas
E ‘“\% odd. Now | know why. Incidentally, | cannot findethown he was born in, listed as Tilldorth, Austdangary
YA " on his WWI draft registration card.
I\
B\ ,% ;zﬁ“ Josephine Schuller's maiden name is Schulleginally the name was written as Schullehrer \Wwhizeans
A [i\ schoolteacher.

% | ordered the book, 700 Jahre Heimat by Argliigak, from Germany with help from a friend. Itcgr-
Q érently being translated by Barbara Gothe. Mr. Tidr@eceased, my contact was Friedrich Binder wihank
is a son.
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