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Dempsey Family

**Tho;Amoricanianéestortofetho Dempsey;ﬁamilyiwas;Laquncc;DcmPSey;:born}iﬁ;Lr

“of Scotch-Ancestors.. He first becnme a:r@siﬁOnt_0f=Gantertcounty,‘Paf;asoon

. & wng destroyed by fire.

*ﬁtﬁbFCIoSC*Of%the,rivbluticnb*'In.1797ahcfp¢netratéd the swilde=of the:Upper A
‘Valley to the lands open to settloment on the genernl terms presented by the

He was the first settler in the reglion and mnde his first improvement on the
farm, not far from the old graveyard necr Dempgeytomn, £ hamlet named in his
Here he plantod'an‘orchnrdg»one of the first-in whnt is now Oankland totmshiy
hod two sons,.Peter and David. Lowrence Dempsey died in one of the eastern
of the stnte, but his wife and one son are buried in the family graveyard ai
tonn: The name of his wife was Mrry Kofman ond she was of German origin, ct
the eanstern part of the state.

Peter, son of Lnowrence, wasg born in Center Ce., Pn., ond come with his fath
Venmmgo Co: where they. cettled on the site of the present town. Peter spen
nfter 1727 in Vennngo County, engnged in forming end lumbering. He wos 2 D
o man of strong, upright choracter. Hie brother, David, wos also o non of -
in the county, ond gerved for a time in congress. While Lawrence Denpsey w
first settler in Dempseytown, Peter Dempsey, i1g son, laid out the town, em
Snmuel Dale who surveyed for him, Sept. 2, 1800, 401 ncres of land lying ne
troct ovmed by his father. On it he built n house, nnd on the same site-1n
n hotel that he kept for many yeors- The o0ld tavern stood until nbout 1888
Peter Dempsey married usemd, daughter of Thomas C

) 52@??55§$§§”fif§§'§§i£§:§§ilaﬂﬁafﬁfin Pittoburgh,) and who served in the rovolut
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when a young man. He was in tho milltary service at Pittsburgh, nlso at ¥c
1in, ond he settled on Sugnr Creek, near Cooperstown. In 1803 he settled

@ V' Pvtown where he died at an ndvanced age. Childrén of Peter Dempsey were:
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Thomns C. (see next paragraph) Kereey
.Cicero T., born Dec. 18, 1808, married Honcy Kelly
wiarln, born Sspbts 16, 181C,; married James Reed -
David, born Oct. 8; 1813, married Jone Awters AATHORS
Washington; born Feb. 6, 1816. lost on the Ohio River in 1844
Hetty C., born April 3, 1818; married Robert Kell,
John Ce« April 5, 1820, married Jemimn Reninger
a1ly, born April 5, 1820 (twin) married John Kelly
Isabel, bori Feb. 7,.1823, never married

Thomns Carter, son of Péter Dempsey, was born at Dempseytown, Venango Co.,
13, 1806, died in Springboro, Cramfgrd Co., Jon. 27, 1884, ‘He wna married
Ann Arthurs. g e

Peter Dempsey wns one of the Auditors of Sugar Oreek Twp. in 1819 and 182

Thonms Carter built one of the first houses in the place (Dcmpseytown), o

groUnd'l%ng occupied by the David E. Thomas blacksmith ghop, one. of the £
frame buildings arected in the county ond the very first in the township.

“weather boarding was facgtened with wooden pins. ‘He wns one.of the charnc
“places At an advanced age he'mnrriodua.widow,almost»assold;as'himself;’n

to be 98, his wife gurviving to the-age of 10~ 5155 o0h s

In old cemetery: Mary, wife of Lowrence Dempsey, died Sept. 1825 in her
From old Venango Spectator: Died - Peter Dempsey, Dec. 30, 1867, at Demps
8% yra. 4 mo., came from Huntington Co. in 1798. . wons s TS B 2 2]
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From Pa. Archives: Muster Roll, Ship, Gen. Green, for 3 monthe ending Sej
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. Lawrencé=Dempsey was-born in Irelnnd~of;Séb£ch~ahcestors;: e ‘came to v -
“America and:settled :first at  Centér County,’ Perindylvonisshortly Sfter the = ™"
close of the Revolution.,. There he married liary Kofman from the eastern
part of the state. She was of German descent, " At their farm in the Hunt-
ington~Center Co. Area, the couple had two sons, David and Peter.

In 1797 Lawrence Dempsey took his family and headed west into the
wilds of the Upper Allegheny Valley, to the lands open to settlement on
the general terms presented by the state, The terns were these: Laurence - -
received the amount of land he could ride around (marking the boundary trees)
on a bull in a given lenchh of time.

**Sometimes the terms involved all the land the settler could run around
in a given tiune - at which time a local Indian was often hired to do the
running. In all Lawrence Dempsey ovmed about 600 acres of land on a three
mile strip between the land held by the Holland Land Claims and the iorthern
Crdinance Londs Company. This troct was called Free Lond,

Laurence Denpsey was the first settler in the region and according to
one authority he made his first improvements on the old Christian Couvel
farm, just south west of the old sraveysrd at Denpseytown, a honlet naned
in his honer, IHere he planted an orchard, one of the first in Venango
County, and certainly the first in whot is now Cakland Township.

.David:Deupsey, the younger son, was a Colonel in the lar of 19212.
lle was later a member of the Pennsylvania Lepislature and a nman of sone
prominence in the county. David died, unmarried, on a trip home fro:: the
Legislature in Philadelphia (about 1215), Small wonder, ss he nade the
trip on foot!

The second son, Peter, married Hosonnzh Carter of Denipseytovm.

She was the diughter of Thoass and lory Carter, whose joint =arker
stands in the center-of the Denpsey Cemetery, "erected by the Putnom-
{inr Chapter - Continental arnmy - 1776V, T

Thomas Carter was the tirst vhite child horn in Pittsburrh (Jordan,
illerheny Valley, psre 75) and he seved in the Revoltuion as a young man.,
He was in the military service at Pittsburrh, also at Fort Fronllin, ond
he settled on JSugarcreek near Cooperstown. In 180% he settled wuith his
fo:1ily at Dempseytown, where he died at the advanced are of 09 in 1751,
His wife lived several years lonrer and wos 103 years old vhen she died,

’ Feter #nd Zlosannah Deipsey stayed in Deripscytown where Peter werkod
at faraing ond lumberinrs. Ile built a log cabin seweral hunédred yords in
front of the present homestead and planted an orchard to the south, It
said of himthat he wos 2 good neirhbor, of strong, upright character ond
a nan of wide learning. - ille was also a Democrat. There on their far:a ot
De:'pseytovm, the couple raised a family of nine children, (see Pp. la.)

Thonas usrried iary iann drthura.,  She is buried in the Deupney
.cemetery. . o - R o ,

Cicero married liancy Kelly and they had their howe down -between Two
’ile Run and whot is now Foster's :Corners, . Sinping 1ills Girl :ScoutCawp
is located on part of their property.  There:is 2 ‘wonderful sprins in the
camp and they named it, "The Lancy Denpsey dprinp. - = - =

Harin . narried Jomes Reed cEpdey Bempp Bt o '

David married Jsne Arthurs XTFad RBE PRe2 LBdh ST
‘lashington, born in 1816 was lost on the Ghio River in 1%4h,
Hetty C. ‘orried Robert Kelly. Fh ‘ SR e T
Zally and John were twins. Sally nmorried John. Kelly.

** Mro, Donald (ilildred Dempsey) Prichardicnsii {iidrod Doopneyl Feinted



" tavern, The old tavern stood until 1885, whe
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R THeiland:Where”the*iacers:céreen;&npgndu$hgw?niéﬁiqunﬁgq,txackawagg:;&;44hyh
oripginally the property of John and Yally Kelly. Some of us can rerember
the cleoring on that hill where John Cauvel formed. : The portion of land on

the hill belonged to lancy Kelly Cutler, and the log house at the edge of
the woods near the Franklin road was her sister Elizabeth's (Aunt Lib,).
Sarah or Aunt Sade who married Addison Bannon lived across the road in thg
house where their son, John, still lives. Peter and Jane King Kelley lived
next door to Bannon's. : :

The ninth child of Peter and Rosannah Dempsey, Isabellei(called "Pergy")
was born on Feb, 7, 1823, Although she never did marry, Pegpy Dempsey had
eightichildren: DBetinda, Uenrietta’, Thonss Jefferson, Andrew Jacksoni
Benjdiin” Frank¥ih (who never married, but was the ruch loved Uncle Frank
of all the neirhborhcod.children) Tme¥ihe ‘and ‘Flmer (never married - killed
in the Bradford oil fields.) aniH
The old house where she lived and raised her fanily is still standing -
though vastly remodeled. It is he second house north of the cemetery lane
on the east side of the street. There is sone controversy as to the
father (s) of Isabelle's eight children, OUne "authority" states they had
several different fathers, but our branch of the family maintained that
the then practicing town physicien, Doc. Bowser, is the common father of
the whole lot. It has been said that some of the children had red hair,

but at this late date bhere seems to be no practical way to determine the
the color of the pood doctor's hairt! Ille has no marked stone in the
Denpsey cerietery., Another interesting comment (this from Aunt Lib) states
that "Isabelle had a lot of nerve giving her children all those fanous
nanes!" ,

ell, "there is so much bod in the best of us", so let's give
Isabelle her credit! She is recorded as having sold three-fourths of an
acre of land to the Baptist Congregation of Cakland Towvmship for five
dollars on Januory 20, 1871. The church of this now extinct conpregation
was located just across the road from the lane which poes up to the
Reed home. Isabelle is buried in the family graveyord, but there is no
narker, '

L ] » * * * *

Althouph Lawrence Dempsey becone known as the irst settler in the
area, his son, Peter, has the greater hand in the establishnent of the
town. Peter Dempsey laid out the town(such as it is), eaploying Semuel
Dale, who surveyed for him on Septenber 2, 1800, 401 acres of land lying
next to the troct owned by his father (to the north). On it he built a
house( perhaps the front half of the Reed home, including the basenent,

- which would have been near his original cabins and later a hotel which
_he kept for many years. The reason the village of Dempseytown grew up
oripinally was seeveral fold: primarily because it was located about -

" halfway on the road from Franklin to Titusyille - a distance of about 20
"miles. It also harboured a cheeaeﬂfactory,‘g,gaaﬂplant and the old Dewupsey
when it was destroyed by fire.
~ Lawrence Dempsey died in Testmorelpnd,cpnnty.(eastrof~Rittsburgh),”..
Pennsylvania, but his wife, Yary, is buried in the family graveyard. Her
tombstone, the second oldest in the -cemetery, and located just to the
right of the monument of Peter Dempggy;andnhis,wifg,@;eada,,Vﬁary,vwiie
of Lorance Dempsey, Died Sept, 1325 in the 84 yr. of her age,"” o
In 1930, the special monument to its left was erected to honor TPeter
' Dempsey as the founder of the town. There were no original morked stones
I RS T T MTha mannmant thare erected reads: ..
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"his Memorial Erected to The Memory of Peter Dempsey and his Wife

'Rosannah”Carter Dempsey by their -descendants..- Pioneer Settlers of, this ... ..

3 '

locality and donors of the land on which this cemetery is located,
Ropannah=Carter 1788<18723; Peter Dempsey - 1784=1867% 19304

We are indebted to three people for the forgoing history of the
Denmpsey-Reed family. R. Gordon Neely who was a descendant of Joseph
Neely(mentioned later), dug up the facts of the connection of the family
to the early history of Venango County. Gordon died in /936 and in his
passing we lost a good friend, David Richard of Fremont, Ohio, who was
interested in the Dempsey's thru the Croeme family, contacted Mildred
Dempsey Prichard of Dempseytown and together they compiled a very interest-
ing account of the Dempsey side of the house.

Tn 1838 Peter Dempsey sold a piece of land to James Reed., The deed
reads something like this: This Indenture made the twentieth day of April,
1838 between Peter’Dempsey and Rosesnah his wife and James Reed for the
sum of Eighty Dollars -- that parcel of land bounded as follows: to wit
Beginning at post on the Donation line thence mouth west by land settled
by Thomas Carter 109 perches to a post then noytheast by land of James
Thompson 47 perches to a white oake stump then southwest by lands of said
Thompson 56 perches to a post thence northeast along the Franklin rbad
90 perches to a post then northwest by land of Pster Dempsey to a post
then southwest by Donation land 47 perches to the place of beginning
containing 52 acres.

In February of 1847 David Dempsey received a piece of land containg
29 acres for the sum of One dollar, and in April the same year he sold
the piece to James Reed for One hundred twenty dollars, _

In all these transactions the name of Rosannah Dempsey appeared with
hér: husband's name, She signed the deeds by making her mark.Stop

ENTER -~ THE REEDS

William Reed, the first of the American family of Reeds, enigrated
to the United States from Ireland in 1798, Mr, Ed, McAlevy argues that
the Reeds came from South tales and he may be right,

Soon after coming to this country William married a widow by the
name of Neely who had the following children: John, Joseph, Marjery,
Samuel, Fulton and Elizabeth,

Joseph, born July 4, 379 was the founder of the Heely family in this
section,

Willism and his wife came to Oakland Township and cleared for them-
selves a farm adjoining the land of Lawrence Dempsey.

At the breaking out of the War of 1812-1% both William and his step-
son, Joseph Neely enlisted in the American Army, = Joseph was with Hull
at the nmurrender of Detroit and was delivered into the hands of the .
Dritish. Mr, Reed was with Perry but did no actual fighting, Uhen the -
War came to an end he ‘returned to his farm at Dempseytown where he spent
the rest of his 1ife. To them were born three children: James, Robert
and ilary. _ : .

Their daughter, lary Reed, married a man naned Elliot.

The youngest son, Robert, went sough and settled in I'atchez, Higs, -
He had the following children: William, Robert, Jr., iary, Samuel and
Emma.Emma came to Pennsylvania to visit her northern cousins. lere she
et and married Bruce Cauvel and her last years were spent not too far
from Dempseytovn, e s o :
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They had one daughter, Frieda, who is married to Ellsworth Stewart.

fRobert,er;xCOfreSpondeduWith'hiS*ﬁﬁrﬁterﬁ%éngiﬁ“ﬁﬁbﬁffﬁ’ﬂThrdﬁ@h*ﬁiéf'V”J’"”“&

letters we learn that his sympathies were with the Horth at the time of

the war. He said he said he talked about the north so much that his

friends accused him of being an abolitionist, but he was evidently con-

scripted, Ile deserted the Rebel Army and was then conpelled to live north

of the Chio river until the war was ended. He went north to Jeffersonville,

Indiana where he stayed for nearly 2 years, and then returned to Natchez.
His oldest brother, William, was in the southern Army, Of him

Robert writes, "My oldest brother, Uilliam, is dead. Ile was wounded in the

knee in one of the lates battles in Virginia, The wund was so bad that

he had his leg amputated and it mortified and killed him, ©Oh, Cousin!

how hard it is to have a brother die in such a cause as that in which he

he fell, But he thought he was right and I beljieve that when a man thinks

he is in the right cause (whether that cause is right or wrong) he is not

sinning In the eyes of God,"

® ® » * * *

<) William Reed's older son, James, was married about 1827 to Maria
Dempeey, daughter of Peter Dempsey. hAecording to the records both Maria
and her mother, Rosannah Carter Dempsey were married when they were about
16 years old. James-and Maria stayed on the Birm at Denpseytown and had
a family of 13 children. With the exception of H#¥¥4um who drowmned #hen
he was about a year old and Jamesg<Jr, who also died when very young ,
they all grew to manhood and womanhood and went o take their place in the
world., The greater share of them did not traval too far from the old home.,
' Rebecea married Michael Cauvel and they built their log home near
the old "Texas spring", vhich was about 2 miles from the Dempsey farm,

Hary married Philson Cooper and their o0ld home was a few miles south
of Cherrytree. :

Roganns=married William Yeater. They lived in Denmpseytown.,

EXizabeth married Frederick Heyl, They lived in Kane City.

Peter-married Adeline Hillirén. They lived for a while in Dempsey-
town. Their house, which had been built by James Reed, is still standing.
They moved, in a few years to Springboro in Crawford County, and later
to a flourishing fruit farm on Lake Erie near Ripley, N, ¥,

KT?%ﬁéﬁﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁéiiiﬁa*Montgomér7~Cat&ér, great-grandson of Thomas Carter.
They settled on a farm at Hancocks City, about 2 miles from the 0ld home.

Martha married Levi Renninper. Their farm ad joined Michael and
Rehecca Cauvel's. ‘

Harjery married VWilliam Arthurs, They lived at Kane City. ,

Maria“ Jane married John Cushing and they went south to Washington,
Pennsylvania. 77 Jga 2 /870 ﬂ]‘ﬁfCﬂ?Lu ez é%-ﬁ”ﬂ.ﬂﬁ;AJ> .

John married Rose Darling, The form ahd homesfead were left to him,
but so far as I know he did not live at home after he wvas married., e
went to Elk County to follow the occupation of lumbering, later taking his
family to Sagkatchewan, Canada where he settled down am a wheat farnmer,

He sold the farm to Robert who also bought Peter's property as well
several other pieces around Dempseytown.

Of the 13 children of James and Haria Reed, 8 of them are buried in .
the Dempsey cemetery along with pioneer founders of the family and
conmunity.

Robert, who was the sixth child of James and ilaria, spent his child-

] ~
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back there, consisted of going thru ‘the books -available, Yhen they hag
"gone thru" the books their schooling days were dver.. We know that was

not the end of Robert's education. He was well versed in a great variety
of subjects, and his library contained many books.

‘ In 1359 he left home and went to Jefferson County, He may have gone
adventuring or he may have been hunting work to help his father pay
indebtedness at home. It is more than likely that cash was not very plenti-
ful and James kept buying more property, At any rate there wes plenty of
work and plenty of adventure on the Clarion river, where fhe logs, cut fronm
the vast, virgin forests, were fastened into rafts and floated down the
Clarion or Clear Creek to the Allegheny River and then on down to Pittsburgh

When Robert first came to Emerickville, he was employed as bookkeeper
for a well-to-do farmer and lumberman - one James lloore, and from the
experience he gained he bought property of his own. From his diaries we
tnow that he made trips down to Pittsburgh. The auger he used for boring
holes in the logs is still in the fomily, For 15 years Robert worked on
the river and in the lumbering business.

In Jefferson County at Pmerickville 1ived James and Tabitha loore
and their 2 boys and 4 girls, William, James, Emeline, Laura, Sarah and
Hannah, a family of pioneering New Englanders., James had decided to give
up the rugged life of the high seas -~ he was Captain of a whaling vessel -
and try some adventuring on land, so he and his young wife, Tabitha Crosby
i'oore, brought their possessions over the mountains and rivers from Few
London, Connecticut, to the wilds of Jefferson County. James carved a
respectable sized farm out of the woods, and he and Tabitha settled down
to the job at hand of making a home and raising a family in a proper
Christian manner, _ _

Church services were held in the home of the ioores until the little
congrecation decided they were strong enough to build a church for them-
selves, Grandfather iloore donated the land for the church snd the cenetery,
and in October, 1964 the Emerickville church commemorated their hundredth
anniversary, There were 13 d4scendants of the original congregation in
attendance, Ten who traced their ancestry to the Hoore family were 6
great grandchildren, lildred !lourey Syphret, iartha Hourey Watson, %11is
Reed Mourey, Vere Reed Shaffer, Berneta eyl Ackerman, Louise Heyl Reed}

3 great great grandchildren, Shirley Reed tlellring, Frances Berkhouse
Shaffer and Audrey lMHoore Brookss and to represent the 6th generation was
iark Anthony Mellring. ilembers of the Zetler fanily who were present were
Howard Deemer, George Zetler and Rosalie Zimmerman., The Zetler family
were charter members ofthe church and Hetty Kelley Zetler was a grand-
daughter of Peter and Rosannah Dempsey., o

It might well have been in the original church where Robert met
Hannah iloore, daughter of James and Tabitha, because we know Grandpa
was a church goer. However it was, they decided to share theif lot and
they were married October 11, 1860, ST PO f e e

The first years of their married life were spent in the "big woods"
in VUarsaw Towmship around Sigel, s ' e

Robert served in the Union Army. He went in the place of a neighbor
who had several small children., Robert and Hannah had a couple of children
also, but that didn't seem to make any ‘difference, - Also, he went to war
“in oprosition to his father's wishes. In some :of his letters to Robert,
James stated very positivély that he thought, "we should not get mixed
up in any war., Let them settle their own troubles."
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The memory my mother had of the big woods was of the time she and
sister Ida ran away, By some miracle they found the house of their
neighbor, (I wish I could remember the name - was it Ishman?), which was
the only other house within miles., When their mother caught up with them
they were eating a treat of brown sugar off a chair, Then Mother likeqd
to 11 of another tinme they ran away, Grandmother Hannah started after
them and as long as they saw her coming they kept on running, After a
while she stepped behind a bush so the 2 liiile girls, probably 3 and 5
years old, decided it was safe to return, but alas! as they passed
Grandma's hiding place, she stepped out with a wicked switch, a goldenroad
stalk! In telling it afterward she said she "switched them all the vay
home" and older sister Ida said, "Yes and farder than that®,

Robert spent about 15 years in Jefferson County, Then his father
70 yers old wanted him to come home. So Robert and Hannah packed up their
¢oods and chattels behind their faithful team of oxwn, Buck and Berry,
ctarted west to Oakland Township which was a 2 days journey. The old stone
house est of Clarion at Corners, known as the Halfway House,
and which is still standing was where they spent the nipght, And That was
their stopping place on subsequent trips vhen Hannah went back to visit
her family, : )

In his will James left the farm to his youngest son, John, who had
evidently married and lived at home with his wife and small son., Farming
was not John's chosen vocation and on the arrival of Robert and Hannah he
moved to Elk County, Janes left approximately %100 to each of his
children. #1so-in his will, "To Rosannaoh Reed I bequeath the room of my
house ‘known as her room, Br her use, while she is single. The room is in
the northwest corner of the house", and I'm sure we remember the 1ittle
bedroom off the downstairs hall that was Aunt Rose's room, She did not
marry until late in 1ife and she visited among her sisters helping out
where she was needed, She was an estremely bossy old soulj had a sharp
tongue and did not hesitate to call a spade a spade. One of her favorite
names for her grand neices was, "a dirty little heifer", if we weren't
toeing the mark according to her liking; but we all loved her and during
her last illness in her home in Dempseytown (which stood 5 doors above
Henderson's store) she was cared for by loving neices. She died on a
snowy Thanksgiving Day in 1922, :

Qur grandfather Robert was very much loved by all of his grandchildren,
66 of them he had., He seened, at least to those of us who were younger,
to be a gentle man. I don't know that he ever scolded us. I think per~
haps he left that up to Grandme and she was equal to he situation. And
well she needed. to be because few were the times that she and Grandpa
had to themselves. There were always others. '

Grandma's birthday was Jan, 17 and sometime near that date some of the
family, Seyler's, Tracy's, and Heyl's would go home to help celebrate.
Seyler's and Tracy's had their own transportation. Grandpa would often
come for our family in the bob-sleds, : ,

Grandpa's birthday was the 27th of April and that was another day for
the family to come to visit Pap and Hother. Maybe even Aunt Hinnie's family
from Oil1 City or Uncle Jim's from Franklin would be able to join the rest
of them. Grandma's dinners were not baked beans and potato salad served
on paper plates, They were real meals! ~The good white Jinen table clnth

Tovma aAanarcel b caaa_ . 2 ~e
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no whining and fussing among the children because that was only showing
respect to older people and kids back then thought they were supposed
to be respectful. Ons of the regular activities on Grandpa's birthday
was going for a walk to hunt trailling arbutus, either down in the
pasture or out the old lane,

The last of August was really homeconming time for the whole family.
Then we had a chance to get acquainted with our Hpurey cousins, Aunt Ida.
and Uncle John from Reynoldsville and Aunt Viola and Unele Ellis from
Fmerickville with their families.

The Dempseytown Harvest Home pienic was held the last Saturday in
fuguet and families all came home for that event if it were at all possible
Aunt Tda and Aunt Viola would come home and stay a week or two with at
least part of their hbsy brood, and all the family still gets a lot of
pleasure when we have a chance to recall the good time we had —- way back
there at Grandpa's. )

o You never heard anybody say, "I just can't have anyona come to stay
over night because I don't have an extra bed." After the beds were
filled you made beds on the floor. There were always those brave, daring
boys who took their blankets out to the hay-mow. They always had tales
to shars of wandering rats, bats or other wild animale and the ducks were
a good alarm clock., It was more than likely that Grandma and the family
nothers at hand would make a breakfast of pancakea and sausage,

Then came Picnic Day. If all the Franklin and 01l City people hadn't
come bhefore hand, they would arrive at the Harves llome Grounds in a nice
livery rig. The high 1light of the day was,of couse, tha big picnie dinner
with the whole family around the table.

These were just the special occasions that Grandpa and Grandma
shared with others, There were others, too, Sara Frost and her brother
¥im who worked for them, When Jim froze his toea wntil they turned black,
he went out to the chopping block and whacked them off. Grandma asked,
"Did it hurt you much Jim?", and he replied, "Oh, not so werry much,"
There was Grandpa's cousin John who was a little "off", He would stop
for a while then one day he would come stamping into the house. Grandma
would say, "What's the matter John?" He would say, "I'm mad, Hannah",
and away he would go to visit some of the other counsins.

And there were always grandchildren. Sometimes they weren't getting
along so well at home and CGrandpa's place was a haven., Sometimes they
stayed and went to school, a quarter mile from the farm when you took the
short cut thru Nezly's grove. (Before it was Neely's it was HeClintocks
and after Neely's it was Beers) Somtimes they were there to help H¥ith
work; and it was a good place for a toun boy to spend a vacation,

Tt wasn't the big holiday dinners that proved Grandma's dominion
of her kitchen, With fresh vegetables from her garden and a piece of ham
or bacon her everyday meals were to be remembered, Did you ever eat any
of her hominy which she made horself, S£he even leached her own lye from
wood ashes, then the grains of corn were soaked in the 1lye water,

Housewives made their own soap using left over grease and lye and
it not only toolk the dirt out of the clothea; it ‘took the skin off your
Inuckles with a 1little assistance from the wash board,

Grandma was not the coddling type. UWhen you came bawling into the
house she would look at the skinned knee or cut finger and say, "Does
it hurt you nmuch?"", If yocu had a stomach ache or a cold you would very
ilkely get a dose of bone set tea,
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She had some very pungent sayings. - Life never..slowed her, down very
much and until the end she could very likely have worked circles around
any of her granddaughters. ~ 1

When she came from Jefferson County she brought a few family treasures
with her, the "hand made" corner cupboard in the kitchen, the woven
coverlet and who among us does not remember the grandfather's clock which
stvod in the corner of the parlor and behind the glass you could see the
real feathers from the peacocks on Grandfather HMoore' : farm and a few
cholce sea shells that her father had bro't home from some of his voyages.

One of the most marvelous things about the old farm is the spring
under the house., For many years all the water that was used in the house
was carried up the stone steps from the spring. You can just shut your
eyes and see the long row of milk cans and crocks setting to cool in the
running water in the milk room, I wonder it there is another place in the
whole country that had the milk house right under the house! The running
water kept the whole cellar cool in surmer and warm in winter. It sure
wag dark in that canned fruit cellar! Think of the crocks of green tomato
pickle and apple butter stored away in there. At the top of the inside
cellar steps was the big old cookie jar.

The spring was he source of supply for the duck pond below the house,
which was also the watering place for the horses and cows. Wouldn't it be
fun to know how many kids had waded in it (with or without shoes) and had
been chased out when they were caught. Often during the day the ducks,

8 or 12 of them, would come to the pond for their swim, .

For many years the spring also supplied water, A pipe would be laid
from the spring out the lane to the upper corner of the picnic ground.

You looked out the window and saw the beautiful dark pink honeysuckle
“bush along the bank of the spring run, which was one of Grandma's delights
along with the - rose bush and pink hyacinths which had come with
her Hother from Connecticut, ‘

. Oup grandfather was an avid reader and he could remember and tell
vhat he read. He was an expert at grafting fruit trees; just recently
Audley Hasson told me how, when he was a boy, Grandpa used to drive over
to Utica to do grafting for Mr, Hasson's uncle s and he would
sit for hours and listen to them talk., The orchard, on the farm, was
above the house. It held nearly every variety of apple that was known -~
lots of good eating for long winter evenings.

He was ordained a minister in the Evangelical Association in 1877
at Franklin. I don't know whether he had a regular charge or not, but
he held Bible study and prayer meeting while he was in Jefferson County.
"Uncle" Perry Britton was a living testimony of Grandfather's concern
for souls when he (Uncle Perry) used to come to our Reunion and recite
whole chapters from the Bible, He could not read but he remembered the
Bible from the time of Grandpa's prayer-meetings. After they came to
Dempseytown he often filled the pulpit of he Evangelical chursh there
and also at the Lamey Evangelical Church, which was then the Zion Church.
Different groups used to hold camp meetings in the picnic grove, especially
"comeouter'" groups and Free Will Baptists, and they were given & warm
welcome and very likely more substantial nourishment from the Reed's
parden and dairy. MHaybe Grandpa didn't always agree with all points of
their doctrines but he always supported them in their efforts to spread
the gongi'B 10 knew tie homestead in later years, Aunt Kate was as

298”1 '

To
much a par t as Grandga and Grandmna, T
She taught school at Hickory for a while, maybe only one term. Bacle-

country schools usuwally had at least one bully with.a reputation .for ..
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the challenge with the announcement that she was_there to teach the 8chool
and she baecked up her statement witp a hig stick of fire Woody but ghe
never found it necessary to use her weapon,
Slie left school teaching when her Moore grandparentsg needed someons
to stay with them and 140k after Bhem in their o1ga 86Cs After their death
ché stayed with Aunt Sapap Hoore for many years, Uhep Aunt Sapap died
she returned to the farm,
Someons saiq her 1ire Was spent with old foliks but that did not lessen
her depth of Sympathy for apg understanding of young People, She wasg
Aunt Rate, not only to her own family, but to nearly all of DempSeytown,
both o0lq and young, One of the nicest things we could wish for any
family is that thoy might have an Aunt Kate, :
Thera wasg another "daughter" jn the family, Vhen Grandpa 's sister, .
largery Arthurs, dieq in 1887 the tagk of keeping house for a family of
9 fell on the shoulders of 17 year olg Rachel, So to ease her burden a

brought hep Up as their own, Ag ¥e write this in 1966, De11a Mae Arthurg
Hall is the last member of both of her families, She was married to the
Rev, Wi111s Hall, Despite the difference in their years Yillis ang Grand-
P2 were close to each other ang Grandpa passed on hig theologicay book

to Willis who made much uge of them,

Anniversary. Robert was 72 that faly and Hannah yag 67, but they weren't
old, Grandma wag Tlitting here and there to gee that every thing wag in

ing the perfect host, T Join them rop the event werse Grandma'sg brother,
William MHoore and Hettie Zetler, a cousin of Grandpa’s, who had botp been
at their wedding; Algoe lichael Hourey (the father of John and Ellig) whe

ad helped Serenade them, A1) of their 11 children, including Hae Hall,

were there, 39 op their 56 grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren,

’ t was aroung 1917-1919 (someone ean set us straight op that date)
that we haq really a patriotie gathering, The"boyg" of Horld Var 1 vere
there in uniform, They includeq: Captain Willis Hall, Chapiain of the
112th Regiment; Firgt Lieutenant, Victor Reed; Firgt Lieutenant Robert
Stormer Sergeants Amep Stormer ang Frederick Heyl:'corporal Wayne Stormer
and Frivate Payl Stormer ang Warren Arthurs, Representing the Civii war
vere: Robert Reed, Frederick Heyl ang Jofferson Dempsay, Lloyd Reegq was
2 member of Co, E, 16th Regiment ang served with his Company through the
Spanish~American War ang Cravford Burton, veteran of the 8ame war wag there, -
Merl Reed wag with the 16tp Reginent during itg 8ojurn on the Mexican
Border holding the rank of Sergeant, Herman Cauvel,'grandson of Rébecqg
Reed Cauye) died during Worlg War I, The next war exacted g greater to12
from the family ranksg, Among thoge who dig not come home were Lrnagt

Elsewhere will be found a list of those who have serveq their conntry,
In 1919 they organiszed as the Reed—Dempsey Reunion and Ross Rgegq wag
the first- President, At the second Reunion we really "went to towmt.
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dent. ... During that yesr the firstigfeaﬂegréﬁtfg?éﬁdchild;'Roﬁért’Gfaff;-gl.ug
was born, Among the names on committees for that year were Frad Cauvel,"
Warren Arthurs, Kitty Berkhouse, Clara Appleby, Tempa Hartman, Joe Ludwig/ .-
and Harry Renninger. If you check your list you will find the family of
James and Maria Reed pretty well represented.

" The fanily graveyard was always discussed at these gathering, In
1923-24 a Cemetery Association was formed. Hany days of hard work were
put in ond hads sprouted many blisters as the men shovelled dirt, mowed
grass and weeds, hauled off field stones and dug out thorn bushes and red
oak. And for a few years, come spring, it looked like same deplorable,
discouraging placé and not #ntil the coming of the power mower did we have
much hope. In Sept. 1959 at the "new Reunion a worlk day was set for the
next Swturday and a good crew of workers turned out, Several loads of
stones which could catch a mower blade were hauled over the hill, A few
thorn bushes needed dug out, but most of them fell. under those wonderful
mowersg! Charley Arthura and Carl Dickey, who wers both up in their 80's,
swung scythes all afternoon. Charley's and Belle Dickey's Grandmother
Arthurs and one Aunt, as well as their parents and a sister are buried
there., Charley was always one of ke fajthful few where the cemetery was
concerned, After that day's work we could ' look out over the cemetery and
feel a little thrill of pride and it looks pretty respectable after a few
hours work around Decoration day., Don't you sort of wonder what Grandma
and Aunt Rose would think to hear all that clattering above them.?

It was also ::at the Reunion in 1929 that the family decided that
Grandfather Dempgey should have some recognition as being the founder not
only of the family but also of he town. So they made a "Name Quilt",
charging 10¢ and 25¢ for each name which was "worked" on the quilt with
red thread. After it was finished and quilted it was raffled off, bringing
in $179,00, which with Jjust a few more donations, bought the marker for
Feter and Rosannah Dempsey. There were two branches of the clan especially
interested in his project. They were he faniliesm of Maria Dempsey Reed
and S211y Dempsey Kelley. The whole family pitched in as was proven by
the 566 nomes which were on the quilt, but we would like to mention a few
names of those who worked hard to see the project completed, Grandma
Reed 2nd the Reed girls, Kate, Laura, Della and Hinnie put the names on
and got ready for the quilting. Then Aunt Nan, Aunt Lib (Kelley), Lucetta,
the Kelley girls, Clara llites, ithel O'Donnell, Lizzie Burton, Sadie
Horrison and Ella Kelley joined the others at Grandma's house and many
stitches and pricked fingers finally paid .off,

* L] * * . ] * L]

Grandpa died in March (12) of 1922 and Willis Hall performed one of
the hardest tasks of his 1ife when he preached Grandpa's funeral sermon,

Grandma lived on at the farm with Aunt Kate and one or another of the
fanily until January 22, 1930, One of Grandma's philosophies thru 1ife
was, "Well, this needs doing, so lets get it done", and that was about
the way of her going., She had a stroke one afternoon and the next day
ehe dide, preceding all her children except the baby, Lester, who had
died of diphtheria year before,

Aunt Kate continued to live at home. Aunt Hinnie Stormer wes with
her several years until her death in 1940, After a few years Merl Reed,
whose wife Velma had died, moved in with Aunt Kate and they became her
"fanily" until she passed away one night, quietly, in her sleecp.

After Aunt Kate was gone it seemed the last link was gone and for a
tine after 1955 we sort of deserted the old homestead. But, family ties
being what they are, after a couple of years we felt that we would like
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Berneta Heyl Ackerman got their heads tbgether and and Berneta and Frank
Ackerman asked us to come to Conneaut Lake Park, the second Sunday in
September and we have been meeting at various places on that-date sinca
thenc

How that we have Progress - with a capital "P" staring at us, maybe
we have an incentive to revive our former interest in the Reed homestead,
Project 70 is comimg up Two HMile Run and we all know what devastation
takes place when the Authorities with their bulldozers start out to
beautify a locality! The dam water (you may read that either way) is not
supposed to come up to the farm. Those hills where we used to gather
chestnuts and trailing arbutus, and where we used to drive the cous to
the barn at milking time - they would make a lovely picnic area. The
0old house might be able to be restored as museum., The spring with its
c¢lear running water under the house has brought a certain amount of
publicity to the "old house at home where our fore fathers dwelt".

We value our treasures - and our heritage - more when we are about
to lose them, VWhen we add another page to our history will we still have
any interest in the Reed-Dempsey home ~ or will we be like our brothers
up the Allegheny River - the Seneeas?

Don't you wonder what Grandpa would say?



